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SIMAS & ASSOCIATES, LTD.
Steven L. Simas (State Bar No. 150901) 
Ryan M. Keever (State Bar No. 301204)  
Frances E. Heredia (State Bar No. 352103) 
7355 Morro Road, Suite 101 
Atascadero, California 93422 
805.547.9300 (telephone) 
805.547.9302 (facsimile) 
info@simasgovlaw.com 
 
Attorneys for Petitioner/Contestant Jennifer Estrada and Petitioner  
Greenfield Union School District 
 

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
 

COUNTY OF KERN 
 

 
JENNIFER ESTRADA,  
 
                       Petitioner/Contestant,  
 
             vs. 
 
MERCY PEÑA,

Respondent/Defendant
 
 

JENNIFER ESTRADA and GREENFIELD 
UNION SCHOOL DISTRICT,

Petitioners,
 

vs.

KERN COUNTY ELECTIONS DIVISION, 

Respondent.
 
 
 
 
RICARDO HERRERA, 
 
 
                       Real Party in Interest. 
 

 
Case No.: BCV-24-104155 
 
[Hon. Bernard C. Barmann, Jr.] 
 
REQUEST FOR JUDICIAL NOTICE IN 
SUPPORT OF OPPOSITION TO 
RESPONDENT/DEFENDANT’S MOTION 
FOR ATTORNEY’S FEES AND COSTS; 
DECLARATON OF COUNSEL 
 
 
Hearing on Motion for Attorney’s Fees: 
Date:               June 2, 2025 
Time:              8:30 a.m. 
Division:         H 
Location:         Metro Justice Building
                        1215 Truxtun Avenue

Bakersfield, California 93301 

Case Management Conference:
Date: August 14, 2025 
Time:              8:30 a.m. 
Division:         H 
Location:         Metro Justice Building
                        1215 Truxtun Avenue

Bakersfield, California 93301 

Date Action Filed: December 4, 2024
Trial Date: TBD 
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TO THE JUDGE, ALL PARTIES, AND THEIR RESPECTIVE ATTORNEYS OF 

RECORD:

Please take notice that Complainant Petitioner/Contestant Jennifer Estrada and Petitioner 

Greenfield Union School District (“Petitioner’s) through their attorney of record, respectfully 

requests that the Court take judicial notice pursuant to Evidence Code sections 452 of the 

following information pertinent to this case:

Exhibit No. Description

Exhibit A  Ruling and Minute Order from this Court in the instant matter,  

issued February 7, 2025. 

Exhibit B PDF of online website maintained by Respondent/Defendant (accessed 

and downloaded on April 30, 2025) entitled “Mercy Peña, Trustee Area C 

– A Fight for Fairness”

Exhibit C  PDF of online website “update” postings by Respondent/Defendant (accessed 

and downloaded on April 30, 2025) linked to her website entitled “Mercy 

Peña, Trustee Area C – A Fight for Fairness”

The information requested to be noticed demonstrates relevant elements of the procedural 

background of this case, as well as information specifically relevant to the amount in attorney’s 

fees that Respondent/Defendant is now requesting, and as set forth below in the accompanying 

Memorandum of Points and Authorities. 

Respectfully Submitted:

Dated: May 19, 2025 SIMAS & ASSOCIATES, LTD.

______________________________ 
STEVEN L. SIMAS
RYAN M. KEEVER
Attorneys for Petitioner/Contestant 
Greenfield Union School District 
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MEMORANDUM OF POINTS AND AUTHORITIES

Evidence Code section 452(d) authorizes the Court to take judicial notice of a “record of 

any court of this state.” (Cal. Evid. Code § 452(d).) Judicial notice of such matters must be 

taken if a party requests it, gives each adverse party sufficient notice of the request, and 

furnishes the court with sufficient information to enable it to take judicial notice of the matter. 

(Evid. Code § 453.) Additionally, Evidence Code section 452(h) authorizes the Court to take 

judicial notice of “facts and propositions that are not reasonably subject to dispute and are 

capable of immediate and accurate determination by resort to sources of reasonably indisputable 

accuracy. (Evid. Code § 452(h).) Under these provisions, the Court should take judicial notice 

of Petitioner/Contestant’s Exhibits A through C.   

I. Ruling and Minute Order from this Court in the instant matter, issued February 7, 

2025. 

Exhibit A is the Ruling and Minute Order from the Honorable Bernard C. Barmann, Jr. on 

Petitioner/Contestant’s Second Amended Petition. This constitutes a “record of any court of this state” 

under Evidence Code section 452(d). This Ruling and Minute Order is an official record of the case and 

is subject to judicial notice regarding its existence and content, but not the accuracy or truth of the 

underlying facts or findings. (People v. Woodell, 17 Cal. 4th 448.) This document provides important 

context as to the nature of the factual and legal arguments made by Petitioner/Contestant, the 

consideration given to them by Judge Barmann, and thus demonstrates how the case brought was not 

frivolous.   

II. PDF of online website maintained by Respondent/Defendant (accessed and 

downloaded on April 30, 2025) entitled “Mercy Peña, Trustee Area C – A Fight 

for Fairness” 

Evidence Code section 452(h) authorizes the Court to take judicial notice of “facts and 

propositions that are not reasonably subject to dispute and are capable of immediate and accurate 

determination by resort to sources of reasonably indisputable accuracy.” (Evid. Code § 452(h).) 
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In this case, Petitioner/Contestant would ask the Court to take judicial notice of Exhibit B, which 

is a PDF of Respondent/Defendant Mercy Peña’s fundraising efforts she has posted on her 

website specifically regarding this litigation. Her request for financial help in underwriting her 

case which speaks directly to whether funds were raised to pay for Ms. Peña’s attorney’s fees, as 

such accounting was not included in her Motion for Attorney’s Fees. 

III. PDF of online website “update” postings by Respondent/Defendant (accessed 

and downloaded on April 30, 2025) linked to her website entitled “Mercy Peña, 

Trustee Area C – A Fight for Fairness”

Similar to above, Exhibit C consists of additional updates from Ms. Peña’s website that 

solicit donations from supporters specifically for the purpose of paying for her litigation efforts. 

This is further evidence of additional funds raised that may have gone towards paying Ms. 

Peña’s attorney’s fees, but were omitted from her Motion for Attorneys Fees, and should be 

judicially noticed under Evidence Code section 452(h).   

CONCLUSION

For the reasons stated above, Petitioner/Contestant Greenfield Union School District

respectfully requests that the Court take judicial notice of Exhibits A-C attached, as they will 

aid the court in its analysis of the Respondent/Defendant’s Motion for Attorney’s Fees and 

Costs.  

Respectfully Submitted, 

Dated: May 19, 2025   SIMAS & ASSOCIATES, LTD.

     ___________________________________ 
     STEVEN L. SIMAS

RYAN M. KEEVER 
Attorneys for Petitioner/Contestant Jennifer Estrada and  
Petitioner Greenfield Union School District 
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DECLARATION OF RYAN M. KEEVER, ESQ.  

I, RYAN M. KEEVER, declare as follows:

1. I am an attorney at law, licensed to practice in the State of California, and am an 

associate attorney in the law firm Simas & Associates, Ltd., counsel of record for the 

Petitioner/Contestant Jennifer Estrada and Petitioner Greenfield Union School District 

(collectively “Petitioners”). 

2. This Declaration is made in support Petitioners’ Opposition to 

Respondent/Defendant’s Motion for Attorney’s Fees and Costs.

3. I have personal knowledge of the facts set forth in this Declaration and, if called as a 

witness could competently testify regarding its contents.

4. Simas & Associates, Ltd., as Petitioners’ counsel, entered the case well before Ms. 

Peña’s counsel entered the matter, and incurred $37,862.05 in legal fees between December 3, 

2024, and May 18, 2025.

5. The following listed materials are true and correct copies of the above-referenced 

materials, which are attached hereto as: 

 

/// 
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Exhibit No. Description

Exhibit A  Ruling and Minute Order from this Court in the instant matter, 

issued February 7, 2025. 

Exhibit B PDF of online website maintained by Respondent/Defendant (accessed 

and downloaded on April 30, 2025) entitled “Mercy Peña, Trustee Area C 

– A Fight for Fairness”

Exhibit C  PDF of online website “update” postings by Respondent/Defendant (accessed 

and downloaded on April 30, 2025) linked to her website entitled “Mercy 

Peña, Trustee Area C – A Fight for Fairness”

I declare under penalty of perjury, under the laws of the State of California, that the 

foregoing is true and correct to the best of my knowledge, and that this declaration was executed 

this day, May 19, 2025, at Atascadero, California.

       

     RYAN M. KEEVER
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PROOF OF SERVICE
Jennifer Estrada, et al., v. Mercy Peña, et al.

Kern County Superior Court Case No.: BCV-24-104155

The undersigned declares:

I am over the age of eighteen years, not a party to this action, and my business address is 7355 

Morro Road, Suite 101, Atascadero, CA 93422.

On May 19, 2025, I served the following documents:

REQUEST FOR JUDICIAL NOTICE IN SUPPORT OF OPPOSITION TO 

RESPONDENT/DEFENDANT’S MOTION FOR ATTORNEY’S FEES AND COSTS; 

DECLARATON OF COUNSEL

on the interested parties in said action by transmitting a true copy thereof addressed as follows in the 

manner indicated below:

Marshall S. Fontes, Chief Deputy
Stephanie Virrey Gutcher, Deputy
Andrew C. Hamilton, Deputy
Kern County Administrative Center
1115 Truxtun Avenue, Fourth Floor
Bakersfield, California 93301
sfontes@kerncounty.com
sgutcher@kerncounty.com
ahamilton@kerncounty.com

Robert H. Tyler
Julianne Fleischer
Advocates for Faith & Freedom
25026 Las Brisas Road
Murrieta, California 92562
btyler@faith-freedom.com
jfleischer@faith-freedom.com

Ricardo Herrera
5809 Canberra Avenue
Bakersfield, California 93307
ricardoherrera2995@gmail.com

_X_ By Mail: I caused to be deposited an envelope(s) with postage thereon fully prepaid to be 

placed in the United States mail at Atascadero, California. I am familiar with the mail collection 

practices of the law offices of Simas & Associates, Ltd, and pursuant to those practices the 

envelope(s) would be deposited with the United States Postal Service the same day.

_X_ By Email: I transmitted the above document(s) to the above party(s) or attorneys’ email 

addresses of record in this action as shown above.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct; same was executed at 

Los Angeles, California on May 19, 2025. 

_______________________________
Kate Uckert


