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SIMAS & ASSOCIATES, LTD.

Steven L. Simas (State Bar No. 150901)
Ryan M., Keever (State Bar No. 301204)
Frances E. Heredia (State Bar No, 352103)
73535 Morro Road, Suite 101

Atascadero, California 93422
805.547.9300 (telephone)

805.547.9302 (facsimile)
info@simasgovlaw.com

Attorneys for Petitioner/Contestant Jennifer Estrada and Petitioner

Greenfield Union School District

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

COUNTY OF KERN

JENNIFER ESTRADA,
Petitioner/Contestant,
Vs,
MERCY PENA,

Respondent/Defendant

JENNIFER ESTRADA and GREENFIELD
UNION SCHOOL DISTRICT,

Petitioners,
VS,
KERN COUNTY ELECTIONS DIVISION,

Respondent,

RICARDO HERRERA,

Real Party in [nterest,

Expedited Hearing Requested
(Elections Code Section 16500)

Case No.: BCV-24-104155
{Hon. Bernard C. Barmann, Jr.]

DECLARATION OF SUPERINTENDENT
RAMON HENDRIX IN SUPPORT OF
PETITIONERS’ EX PARTE APPLICATION
RE: PETITIONERS’ REQUEST FOR
EXPEDITED HEARING ON SECOND
AMENDED PETITION FOR WRIT

Ex Parte on Expedited Hearing:

Date: January 10, 2025
Time: 8:30 a.m.

Division: H

Location: Metro Justice Building

1215 Truxtun Avenue
Bakersfield, California 93301

Case Management Conference:

Date: February 7, 2025
Time: 8:30 a.m.

Division: H

Location: Metro Justice Building

1215 Truxtun Avenue
Bakersfield, California 93301

Date Action Filed: December 4, 2024
Trial Date: TBD
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I, RAMON HENDRIX, declare as follows:

L. I have personal knowledge of the facts set forth in this Declaration and, if called
as a witness, could competently testify regarding its contents.

2. I am Superintendent for the Greenfield Union School District (“District”).

3, The attached (Exhibit A) Resolution No. 12-1, contains the governing resolution
for the Greenfield Union School District of Kern County election system since November of
2012.0n August 24, 2011, pursuant to Education Code 5019(c) and 5030(b), the Board of
Trustees of the GUSD approved Resolution 12-1, which changed its system for electing
trustees or governing board members from an “at-large” district to a “by-trustee” district,

4, In 2016, GUSD Trustee Area C voters elected Mr. Ricardo Herrera as the Trustee
for Area C of the District. He has served continually and been reelected since that time, Mr.
Herrera ran for reelection in the recent November 5, 2024 election against Ms. Pefia for the
GUSD Trustee Area C position.

5. According to the final, erroneous vote count from the Kern County Elections
Division, Mercy Pefia won the election by just 8 votes over incumbent Ricardo Herrera.

0. Citing the Elections Code section 15372 deadline to certify the results by
December 5, 2024, Respondent Elections Division certified improper election resulits for
Petitioner GUSD’s governing board on December 5, 2024,

7. This election error and certification has impacted the accuracy and integrity of the
election, including throwing into doubt which candidate may have actual won and
disenfranchising voters in the affected area.

8. Prior to certification, Respondent Elections Division’s counsel made clear to
counsel for Petitioner GUSD’s counsel that the County would certify the results regardless of
this issue “without a Court order” and Respondent Elections Division has confirmed that even
now they will not act to correct the election issues until a Court order ensues.

9. Per the District’s bylaws, the District is required to seat the certified winner of the

election at an organizational meeting following the certification of a new Trustee election.

D
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10, As a result of the Respondent Elections Division’s certification of the resuits, I am
informed that the District seated the County-certified candidate Ms. Pefia and replaced Mr.
Herrera at its Board meeting on December 18, 2024,

11,  As it currently stands, many of the District’s constituents have been undisputedly
disenfranchised and the Board is forced to operate without knowing the true outcome of the
Area C Trustee election, casting doubt and complicating District operations which has
scheduled Board meetings on January 8, 2025 and February 5, 2025 that directly affect local

families and children and impact the community as a whole.

[ declare under penalty of perjury, under the laws of the State of California, that the

foregoing is true and correct to the best of my knowledge, and that this declaration was

January 8, 2025

executed day, , at Balkersfield, California.

DosouSigned by:

ﬁmow tundiie
RAMON HENDRX*
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BEFORE THE GOVERNING BOARD OF THE
GREENFIELD UNION SCHOOL DISTRICT OF KERN COUNTY

in the Matter of the Establishment RESOLUTION NO. 12-1
of Trustee Areas '
A Resolution by the Governing Board
Regarding Change in Election System
and Approval of the Adoption of a
Trustee Area Plan Based on the 2010
Census for Use at the November 2012
and Subsequent Governing Board
Elections

RECITALS

1. California Education Code sections 5019(a) & (c)(I) and 5030 authorize the
Kern County Committee on School District Organization (“County Committee®), upon
application of a school district's governing board, to change the method of election in a
school district under its jurisdiction; and

2. Members of the Board of Trustees of the Greenfield Union School District of
Kern County, California ("School District” or “District”) are currently elected in “at-large”
elections, i.e., elections in which “each governing board member {is] elected by the
registered voters of the entire school district” [Education Code section 5030(a)]; and

3. It is, however, the considered view of the Board of Trustees that the public
interest may be well-served by election of its governing board members in “by- trustee
area” elections, i.e., elections in which "one or more members residing in each trustee

area [is] elected by the registered voters of that particular trustee area” [Education Code
section 5030(b)]; and

4. The Board of Trustees held a public hearing on June 8, 2011 to receive
comment from the public about the criteria that should guide the establishment of trustee
areas, including identification of communities of interest; and

5. The Board of Trustees adopted a resolution on June 8, 2011 specifying criteria
to guide the establishment of trustee areas, including compliance with the reguirements
of the United States Constitution concerning reasonable equality in population among
trustee areas, and compliance with Section 2 of the federal Voting Rights Act, 42 U.S.C.
section 1973, prohibiting the use of any voting qualification, or prerequisite to voting, or
standard, practice, or procedure, including establishing trustee areas, in @ manner which

Resolution Regarding Change in Election System Page 1 of 7
and Adoption of a Trustee Area Plan




results in a denial or abridgement of the right of any citizen of the United States to vote on
account of race or color; and,

6. The Board’s June 8, 2011 resolution further authorized the Superintendent to
request the District's independent demographer, National Demographics Corporation
{"NDC"), to prepare multiple sample trustee area plans based on 2010 Census data and
the adopted criteria; and

7. National Demographics Corporation prepared four sample trustee area plans
based upon 2010 Census data and the adopted criteria, which were presented to the
Board at its June 22, 2011 meeting and posted on the District's wab site; and

' 8. Atits June 22, 2011 meeting, the Board held a duly-noticed public hearing to
solicit public testimony regarding the draft plans presented by NDC; and

9. Atits July 27, 2011 meeting, the Board again considered the trustee area plans
prepared by NDC, with opportunity for public comment; and

10. At the July 27, 2011 meeting, the Board identified Plan 2 as its preferred
scenario; and

11. Atits July 27, 2011 meeting, the Board held an additional public hearing for the
purpose of soliciting public testimony regarding the draft plans presented by NDC, and in
particular, the plan identified by the Board as its preferred scenario; and

12. Adfter discussion and consideration of all input, the Board desires to adopt Plan
2;

13. Among others, the Board considered the following factors in considering the
selection of a trustee area plan: Plan 2 met legal requirements with respect to equality of
population, containing of a deviation of 4.29 percent in total population among the five
trustee areas. Only Plans 1, 2 and 4 met legal requirements with respect to compliance
with section 2 of the Federal Voting Rights Act. Plan 2 contains two majority Hispanic
citizen voting age population trustee areas, and all five trustee areas reflect a majority of
Hispanic voting age population. Plan 2 also met the following Board-adopted criteria:
the plan used geography and topography within the District in determining boundaries,
while respecting whole census geography. No communities of interest came forward
seeking special treatment; however, the plan does feature two trustee areas reflecting
African-American citizen voting age population in excess of 16 percent, while
African-American citizen voting age population District-wide is only 10.8 percent. Plan 2
meets the requirements far cohesiveness, integrity, compactness, contiguity of territory.
The plan also took into account jurisdictional boundaries and the location of public
facilities, specifically school attendance zones, to the extent possible. Plan 2 did not
meet the criterion calling for avoidance of head-to-head election contests due In part to
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the fact that three incumbents reside in very close proximity to one another. Two of the
trustee areas contain the residences of two trustees each; two trustee areas do not
incorporate the residences of any incumbents,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE I'T RESOLVED as follows:
A. The above recitals are {rue and correct.

B. The Board resolves to change its election system to a "by-trustee area"
election system as authorized by Education Code sections 5019(c) and 5030(h).

C. The Board adopts Plan 2, attached hereto as Exhibit "A" and incorporated by
reference, as the frustee area plan for use at the District's November 2012 and
subsequent governing board elections, until a realignment is required pursuant to
Education Code section 5019.5, following the release of the 2020 Census.

D. The Superintendent is authorized and directed to {ake all actions necessary to
permit implementation of these changes at the November 2012 governing board election,
including filing the resolution to change election systems and trustee area plan with the
Kern County Committee on School District Organization for approval,

- k. The Superintendent shall consult with legal counsel to resclve all legal issues
necessary to give effect to this Resolution.

THE FOREGOING RESOLUTION was adopted upon motion by Trustee Shaw,

seconded by Trustee Bowman, at a regular meeting held on July 27, 2011, by the
following vote:

AYES: 4
NOES; 1
ABSENT: 0

DATED: July 27, 2011

N m,@a‘/ | %@{é//(

President, Bogfd of Trustees
Greenfield Union School District
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Plan 2 Percentages

Resolution Regarding Change in Election System
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CERTIFICATION

I, Gloria M. Burr, Clerk to the Board of Trustees of the Greenfield Union School District, certify
that the foregoing Resolution was regularly introduced, passed and adopted by the Board of
Trustees at its meeting held on July 27, 2011.

DATED: August 24, 2011 e

/ (f
"f'§f’<l/)(//ﬂf '// / //)\/'JQ)%

Clerk, Board of Trustees—
Greenfield Union School District
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