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Robert H. Tyler, CA Bar No. 179572 
btyler@faith-freedom.com 
Bethany Onishenko (Pro Hac Vice) 
bonishenko@faith-freedom.com 
ADVOCATES FOR FAITH & FREEDOM 
25026 Las Brisas Road 
Murrieta, California 92562 
Telephone: (951) 600-2733 
Facsimile: (951) 600-4996 

Rachele R. Byrd (190634) 
byrd@whafh.com 
WOLF HALDENSTEIN ADLER 
FREEMAN & HERZ LLP 
750 B Street, Suite 1820 
San Diego, California 92101 
Telephone: (619) 239-4599 
Facsimile: (619) 234-4599 

Attorneys for Plaintiffs and the Class 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 

SAN JOSE DIVISION

UNIFYSCC, an unincorporated California 
association on behalf of employees in Santa Clara 
County; TOM DAVIS, individually, and on 
behalf of all others similarly situated; MARIA 
RAMIREZ, individually, and on behalf of all 
others similarly situated; ELIZABETH 
BALAYUT, individually, and on behalf of all 
others similarly situated;

Plaintiffs,

vs. 

SARA H. CODY, in her official capacity as the 
Santa Clara County Public Health Officer; 
JAMES WILLIAMS, in his official capacity as 
the County Counsel of Santa Clara County; 
JEFFREY SMITH, in his official capacity as 
the County Executive of Santa Clara County; and 
SANTA CLARA COUNTY;  

Defendants. 

Case No.:  22-cv-01019 BLF 

DECLARATION OF MARIA RAMIREZ IN 
SUPPORT OF PLAINTIFFS’ MOTION FOR 
PARTIAL SUMMARY JUDGMENT

DATE:
TIME: 
CTRM: 
JUDGE: 

TBD
9:00 a.m.
3, 5th Floor 
Hon. Beth Labson Freeman
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I, Maria Ramirez, declare:

1. I am a named plaintiff and a Class Representative in this class action brought pursuant 

to Rule 23 of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure. I make this declaration in support of Plaintiffs’ 

Motion for Partial Summary Judgment. Except as otherwise stated, I have personal knowledge of the 

facts stated in this declaration, and, if called as a witness, I could and would competently testify to them.

2. I am a registered nurse at Santa Clara Valley Medical Center where I was working during 

the Class Period. The County classified my position as “high risk.” I did not take the COVID-19 vaccine 

because it violates my sincerely held religious beliefs. The County therefore relegated me to unpaid

leave, even though the County granted me a religious exemption. 

3. As outlined in the religious exemption form, I submitted to the County, I object to 

vaccination for three reasons. First, I believe that the sacraments of the body and blood of Christ 

evidence the sanctity of the blood and body. Second, my pursuit of Jesus Christ is also a pursuit of inner 

peace and contentment. Vaccination causes stress and feelings of anxiety. If I were to receive an 

immunization it would disconnect me from God by creating anxiety and a feeling of discontent. Finally, 

I believe that God has granted me sole possession of my biological materials and that vaccination 

attempts to access, influence, or alter my God-given biological materials, in violation of my faith. A 

true and correct copy of the religious exemption form I submitted to the County is attached hereto as 

Exhibit A. The County granted my request for a religious exemption.  Attached hereto as Exhibit B is 

a true and correct copy of a letter sent by the County to Ms. Ramirez on October 18, 2021.

4. Even though the County granted my religious exemption request, it relegated me to 

unpaid leave. I was not allowed to return to my position unless I violated my sincerely held religious 

beliefs by taking the COVID-19 vaccine. The County forced me to choose between providing for my 

family or adhering to my religious convictions.  

5. I worked as a registered nurse at Santa Clara Valley Medical Center throughout the 

COVID-19 pandemic. During this time, I was required to wear a mask and test upon COVID-19 

exposure or symptoms. Once the County’s COVID-19 vaccination mandate was issued, I was no longer 

permitted to utilize these protective measures. Instead, the County placed me on unpaid leave.
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6. The County did not engage in an interactive process with me to determine reasonable 

accommodations. Administrative leave was the only accommodation offered. 

7. I returned to work as a registered nurse for the County after the vaccination mandate was 

lifted in September of 2022. 

8. Based on the foregoing, I respectfully request that this Court grant Plaintiffs’ Motion for

Partial Summary Judgment.

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States of America that the 

foregoing is true and correct.  

Executed this ______ day of July 2024, at ______________________, California.
 
 
 
___________________________________________
MARIA RAMIREZ
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